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December 3, 2023
Order of Service - 10:00 am

% - Please rise in body or in spirit

Words of Welcome

The Community Reformed Church of Colonie welcomes you. We are a community bound foyefﬁer and
enetyize/ @ {ith, love, and commitment to Jesus Christ. Zind even fﬁotgﬁ  You may nofyefyﬁare that
faith, love, and commitment, You are most welcome to be with us, o 69/0}15 here, to experience what we're
about. Then, ifyau are attracted and /Jmua/ea/ @ wﬁafyau see and hear, we ﬁope  You Wwant to sef
down roots here long-term, And even if you don't, you'll abways be a friend,
Thank you for wor.\'ﬁip/)irg with us,

FOR CONTEMPLATION*

“We can know that in the beginning there was God
and not just some cosmic upheaval that brought light out of darkness
only when we have experienced God doing the same thing in our lives,
Our world - bringing light out of our darkness.”

Frederick Buechner

This is Communion Sunday. If you wish to receive gluten free bread,
please inform the elder or the pastor before the Service begins)



PRELUDE “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”
THE COMMUNITY GATHERS

THE PRAYER QUILT ~ This morning’s prayer quilt will be given to the
Cornwell family.

THE ELDER’S PRAYER ~ Linda Murphy

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
Members of the Worship Committee ~ Melody York and Lori Coté

How does a weary world hope?
By telling stories of hope, by lighting candles in the night,
and planting seeds in the winter that will bloom in the spring.

By praying for children as they grow and by picking up trash
on the sidewalk.
By insisting that small acts can make a difference.

There are a million ways to practice hope.
So, today we light the candle of hope as a reminder and a charge.

With God’s help, we may bring hope into a weary world.
Amen.

INTROIT “Change My Heart, O God”
CALL TO WORSHIP

In God’s house, we can be joyful.
We can be grateful. We can be hopeful.

In God’s house, we can be weary.
We can be anxious. We can be grieving.

In God’s house we can be honest,
Inspired or tired, delighted or doubtful, connected or
curious, and everything in between.

This is God’s house. You are welcome exactly as you are.

Let us worship our loving God.



¥ HYMN 133 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 133

The wvirgin will be with chlld and will give birth to a son, and wd! call him Immanuel.

Is. 7:14
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WORDS: Latin hymn, 12th C.; . John M. Neale, 1851; st. 5, Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916

MUSIC: Thomas Helmore, 1854 based on plain.song phra.ses

VENI EMMANUEL
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CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious God, we are weary. For weary bodies that ache and cry out,
we pray:
Forgive us for pushing ourselves too hard. Remind us that we
deserve a Sabbath rest.

For weary minds that feel overwhelmed and saturated with news,

we pray:
Forgive us for creating so many distractions. Remind us that
in the quiet we can hear you.

For weary hearts that long to feel the joy of this season, we pray:
Forgive us for being impatient with ourselves. Remind us that
healing takes time, and that joy and grief can coexist.

For weary edges of our faith that struggle to hold onto hope, we pray:
Forgive us. Remind us of Zechariah and Elizabeth. Remind us
that your good news knows no bounds.

Amen.

TAIZE MEDITATION “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (Verse 1)

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear Desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

Family of faith, no matter how many times we wear ourselves thin, no
matter how many times we lose ourselves to distractions, no matter
how many times we ask ourselves, “How can this be?”
God’s love keeps showing up for us.
So, say this with me:
We are loved! We are claimed! We are forgiven! Thanks be to
God! Amen.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We believe in a God who hears our prayers, who knows the shape
and form of our weariness. We believe in a God who wants joy and
delight for us, not just survival and existence. We believe in a God
who looks ahead, who is not done dreaming for the world - a God
who sends hope in the form of people and change, movements,
and the Spirit. And so, we return to this space. We bring our joy
and our weariness like two sides of the same coin, and we trust
that God is already at work. Yes, we believe in a God who hears
our prayers. Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE ~ Sarah Huiest

DEACON’S PRAYER FOR THE WORLD ~ Marv Helf

ANTHEM “Advent Promise”

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You
who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim and
Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come to save us!

Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.

O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s
prayers?

You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to
drink in full measure.

You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among
themselves.



Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom
you made strong for yourself.

Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on
your name.

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be
saved.

Luke 1:1-23

Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the
events that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on
to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and
servants of the word, | too decided, after investigating everything
carefully from the very first, to write an orderly account for you, most
excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the truth concerning the
things about which you have been instructed.

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named
Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a
descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were
righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the
commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children,
because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. Once
when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on

duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood,
to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time
of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying
outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at
the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was
terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, “Do not
be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will
have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be
great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong
drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will
turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit
and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents
to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous,
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to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the
angel, “How will | know that this is so? For | am an old man, and my
wife is getting on in years.” The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. | stand in
the presence of God, and | have been sent to speak to you and to
bring you this good news. But now, because you did not believe my
words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute,
unable to speak, until the day these things occur.” Meanwhile the
people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the
sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and
they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept
motioning to them and remained unable to speak. When his time of
service was ended, he went to his home.

This is the Word of Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE MORNING MESSAGE: How Does a Weary World Rejoice?
“We Acknowledge our Weariness”

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Christmas Communion

THE CALL TO COMMUNION

We have one Lord, one God, one Savior.

The Holy Spirit makes Christ real to us, binding us in one, as
we share him together.



This is something we do eagerly.
Christ welcomes us here.

This is something we do seriously.

For this is the moment of greatest intimacy when we take the
symbols of the body and blood of the risen Lord.

I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go into the presence
of the Lord."

% A CHRISTMAS CONFESSION OF FAITH
“What Child is This?” GREENSLEEVES
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I believe that Jesus Christ - true God, son of the Father from
eternity, and true man, born of the Virgin Mary - is my Lord.
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At great cost He has saved and redeemed me, a lost and
condemned person. He has freed me from sin, death, and the
power of the deuvil.
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Not with silver or gold, but with His holy and precious blood and
His innocent suffering and death.
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Just as He is risen from the dead and lives and rules eternally.

Raise,

raise_ the song on
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This is most certainly true.

% PEACE
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Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts since as members of one
body you were called to peace. The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

THE PREFACE



% A HYMN OF PRAISE “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”
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THE MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT

The Holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast of
remembrance, of communion, and of hope: we remember with joy the
grace by which God created all things and made us in God’s own
image.

We rejoice that God called a people in covenant to be a

light to the nations.

Yet we rebelled against God’s will.
In spite of the prophets and pastors sent forth to us,
we continued to break the covenant.

In the fullness of time, God sent God’s only Son to save us.
Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the favored one,
Marvry, sharing our life, Christ reconciled us to God’s love.

At the Jordan, God’s Spirit descended upon Him, anointing Him to
preach the good news of God’s reign.
He healed the sick and fed the hungry, manifesting the power
of God’s compassion.

He sought out the lost and broke bread with sinners,
witnessing the fullness of God’s grace.
We beheld His glory.

On the night before He died for us, Jesus broke bread and
shared the cup with His disciples.
After the meal our Lord was arrested, abandoned by His
followers and beaten.

He stood trial and was put to death on a cross.
Having emptied himself in the form of a servant,
and being obedient even to death, He was raised from the
dead and exalted as Lord of heaven and earth.

Through him God bestows the gift of the Spirit, uniting the church,
empowering its mission and leading us into the new creation God
has promised.
By His death, resurrection and ascension, Jesus Christ has
obtained for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one
body. We therefore receive this Supper in true and
unconditional love.



THE INVITATION TO THE TABLE
THE COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.
Gracious God, we celebrate with joy the redemption won for
us in Jesus Christ. Grant that in praise and thanksgiving we

may be a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable in your sight,
that our lives may proclaim the mystery of faith:
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THE PROMISE “Lord, Now in Your Mercy”
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Since, dear God in this place at this table, we have touched, we
have tasted, we have heard and we have seen the signs of your
love for us, grant that we may go away from this house filled with
our love for you and overflowing with your love for those who are
around us and who share our lives. We pray in the name of Jesus

Christ our Savior. Amen.



THE PARTING BLESSING
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% THE IRISH BLESSING

May the road rise to meet you,

May the wind be ever at your back,

May the sunshine warm upon your face,

And the rains fall soft upon your fields.

And until we meet again, and until we meet again,
May the God who loves us all

Hold you in the palm of His hand.
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Offerings and gifts to the church may be submitted online via PayPal (link found
below or on our website), by mailed check, by direct bank payment or by placing
them in the offering box located near the exit.
PayPal:
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button
id=N67J]S9D5MLMGS
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Mailing Address:
Community Reformed Church of Colonie
701 Sand Creek Road
Colonie, NY 12205
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Special Offering Envelopes -
The special offering envelopes for December
You may make your offering to these with the envelope provided, mail in
the offering to the Church office or through Paypal. If you have any
questions, contact Lori Coté at crcclori@gmail.com.
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In-Person Worship Guidelines - Even though you may be vaccinated, mask
wearing continues to be encouraged to protect our vulnerable and medically
compromised worshippers. We ask you to respect the distance and comfort
levels of others. Reminder: If you are feeling under the weather, please
remain home and participate in worship via Zoom

ZOOM

To join in Devotions, The Wired Word and Sunday Worship via Zoom,
use the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155
Meeting ID: 688 088 7155
By Phone: 1-646-558-8656

Online Church Bulletin Board

padlet.com/crccsarah/ChurchBulletinBoard
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STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES

Rev. Robert Hoffman, Interim Pastor
rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com

Lori Coté
Church Administrator & Bookkeeper
crcclori@gmail.com

Ben April,
Director of Music Ministries
benapril27@gmail.com

Sarah Huiest,
Youth Coordinator &
Communication/Media Coordinator
crccsarah@gmail.com

Cameron Kaercher
Technical Director
camkaercher@gmail.com

CONSISTORY
Elders

Karl Coté
Ana Crosbourne
Linda Murphy
Melody York

Deacons

Kevin Bottini

Marvin Helf

Kevin Ingalls
Jessica Kaercher

701 Sand Creek Road, Colonie, NY 12205
Telephone: 518-869-5589
Website - www.communityreformedchurch.com
Facebook - facebook.com/coloniereformed
Twitter - @ColonieReformed
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